Small Pilgrim Places Network

NEWSLETTER
January 2026

The tiny Church of St
Andrew, Didling, nestles in
quiet solitude under the
north face of the South
Downs. Its rustic
surroundings no doubt
explain why it is fondly
known as ‘shepherds’
church’, surrounded as it is
by fields and old drovers’
trails. St Andrew’s is one of
the most recent places to
begin the process of listing
as a member of the SPPN.

New Year greetings to all our readers. We hope that you have enjoyed the
Christmas season and that your hopes and plans for the coming year will
be fruitful.

This newsletter brings news of our 2026 virtual national gathering and of
new members and Places on the Network, as well as contributions from
members about links between Places and ancient pilgrim routes.

National Gathering 2026

Our national gathering will take place by zoom on Saturday 14 February, starting at 2pm
and ending about 4pm. Our theme this time will be Person and Place. Three SPPN
members - one from each country in Great Britain - will give a short talk on their
relationship with their own Place, and their journey toward membership of SPPN. After a
short break there will be an opportunity to talk with others about issues and ideas raised.

To register for the gathering, go to this ZOOM link, entitled SPPN National Gathering:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/reqgister/3_fSXKYPQDy95hRuEhu70Q The
link is open now, and to assist with our planning it would be helpful if you could
register by 31 January. You will receive an email from Zoom with your own link
to use to join, and a reminder the day before.
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New Members and Places

We extend a warm welcome to Alison Wright of Sheffield, and also Ros Hicks who has
taken over as hospitaller for the Magdalen Chapel, Bath.

We also welcome two new Places:
St Mary and All Saints Haselor, to the west of Stratford-upon-Avon. Its nearest
neighbours on the Network are St Mary’s Oldberrow, near Henley-in-Arden, and St
James Weethley, to the north of Evesham, which itself has recently become a
member Place.

St Andrew's Didling, (pictured on p.1) in a very rural spot in the South Downs
National Park near Midhurst, Sussex. On the hill above the church is the South
Downs Way which runs eastward towards two other member Places, St Mary the
Virgin North Stoke, near Amberley (see more on p5), and Wiggonholt Church,
Pulborough.

Cranshaws Church, in a tiny hamlet near Duns in the Scottish Borders, to the north
of Coldstream. We're delighted to again have a Place in Scotland. In the early years
of SPPN we had one in the Hebrides, but it closed. See more on p4 and 5.

Destination Scotland
Ali Green journeys to four Small Pilgrim Places in the north

When | heard that a church in Scotland was soon to join the SPPN, | planned a trip there,
to visit what would be our first Scottish member Place for a long while. On the way,
however, was a church | was keen to see: St Hilda’'s Lucker, the only member Place in
Northumberland. It stands on an ancient site of worship a short distance inland from
Bamburgh.

| received a very warm welcome from church
warden Brenda Frier and hospitaller Tim Binder,
who showed me around the church and its
grounds. They told me that many of the passers-by
who pause to visit St Hilda's are heading along
nearby pilgrimage routes such as St Cuthbert's
Way and the Northumberland Coast Path. Tim has

) Brenda showing me the altaf at St
since become a member of the SPPN core group; S showing meHiISaa}sacrhirc?h

he introduces himself on p9.

Forty miles north of Lucker, in the Scottish Borders, | found Cranshaws church,
surrounded by fields and woods below the heather-covered Lammermuir Hills. Hospitaller
Bill Landale was waiting for me with a cup of tea made with bottled water, there being no

water supply to the church. The building is always open and visitors are invited to help
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themselves to refreshments. Cranshaws shares with St
Hilda’s an equally long history as a site of worship. In the
grounds is a more recent development, a strip of land
planted with native bushes and trees where the Forest
Church meets. Bill writes about Cranshaws on p6, and he
will be one of the speakers at our national gathering on 14
February.

| also wanted to get to Pittington in Co Durham. | had
visited this region before and had made pilgrimages to
Cockfield church and glebe garden, Escomb Saxon
church, St Michael and All Angels Witton Gilbert, St
Andrew’s Aycliff and St Andrew’s Winston. These five

) churches form a cluster of member Places between
Bill I&’r%d‘ale at Crayes Durham and Barnard Castle. During the pandemic | had
' been unable to visit a sixth Place, St Laurence church
Pittington, near Durham, so | was determined to get there on this trip.

The Church of St Laurence stands behind ironwork gates
off a quiet, leafy road in a built-up area not far from
Durham. Like St Hilda’s and Cranshaws, it has a long
history of worship, dating back to about 1100AD and
possibly even earlier. Hospitaller Sylvia Hope greeted me
at the porch and showed me around the interior, where
many architectural details are evidence of close links with
Durham Cathedral. That connection has meant that old
walking routes between the two buildings are still in use
today. Sylvia writes about
one such route on p4.

My final destination was
the Church of St Paul
Healey, near Ripon, one of six Pilgrim Places in Yorkshire.
The building was designed by gothic revivalist architect
Edward Buckton Lamb, who later designed several more
churches in the region. Its most striking feature, | felt, was
the central crossing between nave and chancel, where
sunlight flooded down from windows high above in the
square tower. The whole nave was lit up in an
extraordinary way that left me amazed.

As usual, | have written up journal entries for these Places;
you can find these by clicking on “Ali’'s journal” on the left-
hand column of the home page of the SPPN website.




Ancient Ways
SPPN hospitallers have written in to tell us about old pilgrim routes in their area

Durham Heritage Walk

Sylvia Hope is the hospitaller at the Church of St
Laurence, Pittington in Co Durham. She wrote to
tell us about a centuries-old route still walked
today:

“St Laurence has strong links to Durham
Cathedral by its Norman architecture. It is likely
that monks frequently travelled between Durham
Cathedral and St Laurence Church during the medieval period”.

The route of this ancient walk of about six miles has been recreated as the Durham
Heritage Walk. Sylvia is delighted that Steve Hardy, a talented photographer, has made a
video showing in great detail the route of the Durham Heritage Walk. We asked Steve to
tell us about his video. He responded:

“‘My interest in Saint Laurence Church began shortly after | moved to the area in 2023. As
an active brass-band player | quickly became a participating member of Pittington
Community Brass Band. My love of photography, walking and local history gave me the
opportunity to explore my new local area. As a YouTube creator | had already uploaded a
number of videos of Durham Cathedral and became aware of similar architectural
characteristics with Saint Laurence Church. This inspired me to arrange a visit to the
church, which set me on a journey of exploration.

The pilgrim walk became a part of the exploration and | enjoyed recording my walk and
creating a video for my YouTube channel for all to enjoy. The walk allows the mind to
consider how the monks would have travelled the same path many centuries ago, as well
as the interesting conversations they would have had on the journey. They too would have
been in awe at the spectacular
views of the cathedral. | am now
looking forward to walking the
pilgrim route again with some fellow
pilgrims in the opposite direction”.

You can watch Steve’s Hidden
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The Old Way

Janet Aiden is hospitaller of St Mary the Virgin North Stoke, near Arundel. She tells us
about an annual pilgrimage.

In 2016 an enthusiast searching
for a new pilgrim way to
Canterbury became fascinated by
a sheet map of 1360 which
showed the major towns of
Britain. This is the Gough Map,
kept in the Bodleian Library. Will
Parsons noticed that in the south east some of the settlements between Southampton and
Canterbury appeared to be linked by a thin line. This is not really so strange, as the shrine
of Thomas Becket had attracted pilgrims from all over the continent, many landing at the
port of Southampton. So here was evidence of another pilgrim route, The Old Way, and it
was taken up by the British Pilgrimage Trust.

The route ran quite close to us at St Mary the Virgin North Stoke (CCT) which is on the
South Downs, north of Arundel. Here the Way forms a loop (or alternative route)
encompassing two more mediaeval churches, St Nicholas’ Arundel, and St Leonard South
Stoke. As a walk, this is all a pilgrim might wish for, with views from the heights of Arundel
Park to the sea. Lower down in the fold of South Stoke we meet the meanders and
‘everglades’ of the Arun as it runs between the two Stokes. We always walk in Lent and
here we meet the challenge of deep mud.

There are typically about 40 of us. We set off from St Nicholas with prayers which are
taken up again at North and South Stoke. Lunch is served at North Stoke, then the way
winds back again to Arundel. It's nine miles in all. This is the Old Way but it is also the old
road. In the 15C a bridge was built to bypass these meandering paths. But earlier pilgrims
only had recourse to a ferry or an antique stone ford across the river between South and
North Stoke. The ford marks a far older way than the main route to Canterbury. It is said to
be Roman. From the 13C to the Reformation the priests came this way to North Stoke
from Tortington Priory beside Arundel. Constable walked this way across the Brighton
Downs, and below St Mary North
Stoke he sketched an early
mediaeval dugout (now in the British
Museum) discovered in the Arun
Brooks.

Away from the traffic this is a different
world, one which revives the true
character of the Becket routes of the

past and continues them in some

Pilgrimsspause at St Mary’s Church North Stoke small measure into the future.




New to the Network

We hear from hospitaller Bill Landale about a rural church in Scotland that has just joined
the SPPN

This little church is always open, and visitors are very welcome. It is one of a group of
churches in Berwickshire known as Duns & District Parishes. The earliest existing record
of a church at Cranshaws is in 1275. However, it’s likely that by then the church had been
established for a few hundred years, as one of a number of Celtic chapels located on the
route from lona to Lindisfarne, on the north-eastern coast of Northumberland. Remains of
the medieval building are still visible in the old graveyard about a kilometre to the west.
This was finally replaced in 1739 by a new parish church on the present site, which itself
was rebuilt in 1898.

Outside on the north side of the =
church is a little gate that leads into w
a small patch of woodland. This is
our ‘Wee Forest’, which serves as a
venue for Forest Church, which
meets one Sunday a month in the
afternoon, and explores the natural
world as both divine gift and visual
aid to God’s creative nature. This is
one of several Forest Churches in
Scotland, and is funded by the
Church of Scotland.

The ‘Wee Forest’ features native

trees and shrubs, and a path that leads up to a small pond. The big Gathering table at the
lower end is a good place to sit and enjoy the sights and the sounds of nature. The table
came from the sawmill at Abbey St Bathans, a settlement about six miles downstream on
the Whiteadder river. It too has a
long history of Christian witness,
and the church building there, while
no longer used for regular worship,
is available for special services and
events.

Likewise, the church at
Longformacus (a few miles across
the hill to the south) is no longer an
active place of worship, but houses
a local heritage museum, and has
occasional special services.




On Its Way to Membership

Churchwarden Caroline Hunt describes in Marton in the Forest, north of York, which is in
the process of becoming a member Place

| initially joined the SPPN as an individual, and have loved seeing that two of my favourite
churches are already part of this network - Llanfihangel y Traethau (where my husband
and | got married in 1988) and Llandanwg (where my mother played for many summer
services during the 1990s).

| am one of two churchwardens at St Mary’s Church, Marton in the Forest, between York
and Helmsley. It is an ancient rural church with a wonderful sense of peace and tranquility,
often described as a 'thin place' between earth and heaven.

Marton Church has an interesting history and a quirky appearance as it incorporates 15th
and 16th century architectural leftovers from a local Augustinian Priory. We are a 'wayside'
church as there is no longer a village of Marton in the Forest, but people from all walks of
life seem to be drawn to this little church on the hill. We have twice-monthly Celtic
Services, weekly prayers and a steady stream of weekday visitors.

Everyone who comes is on a
personal pilgrimage of some
sort, and they arrive by car,
bike or on foot. The door is
always open to visitors. We
try to provide a warm
welcome and hospitality
even when there is no-one in
attendance, so refreshments
are always available and a
neighbour visits every
morning to leave milk, light
the prayer candle, say a
prayer and feed the birds.
There are invitations to write
in our 'In Memory' books, light a candle, leave a prayer or take one of our prayer cards
home and leaflets about the history and key features of the church.

St Mary’s church on a winter’s day

We are a Fairtrade Church and are working towards our Gold Eco Award. We have a
composting loo in our grass car park, and are happy for other churches and groups to
come and visit to see whether this might be a working solution for them too. Our
churchyard is being managed as a wildflower meadow to promote pollinators and provide
food and shelter for birds, insects and minibeasts. We do an annual wildlife audit (‘Count
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on Nature') and currently have identified over 70 plants including some beautiful mature
trees.

The churchyard is hand-scythed annually by a small team of volunteers, so that toads,
newts, butterflies, voles and other wildlife have time to hop, crawl or fly to safety. We have
a small seasonal pond, a bench seat and a picnic table with beautiful views across
agricultural land. On Easter Sunday we hold a dawn vigil, waiting in the churchyard for
sunrise, and then moving indoors to watch the sun shine through the east window.

I've enjoyed looking at the SPPN resources, especially the prayers, and am planning to set
up a small prayer pilgrimage around our church, based on some of these ideas. | have
been inspired by some of the photos to think very carefully about how to ensure that our
church is visually attractive, but remains simple and uncluttered.

Do please take a look at our website
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18888/
and Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/martonchurch/

A New Chapter For St Paul’s Church

Beverley Cope, hospitaller of St Paul’s Church West Wycombe, keeps us up to date on
some recent changes

After a prolonged interregnum, the Serbian Orthodox congregation re-located to a church
in another area, taking with them the Iconos'tasis (Greek screen), which had been an
unusual feature for the many years which they shared with us. Following that we were
delighted to welcome Rev. Lance Sharpe on 1st December, 2024, as our new incumbent
to the Benefice for at least a three-
year period, which we hope may be
extended. Lance and his wife Alison,
together with sons—and dogs—are
now ensconced in the Rectory.

As you can imagine, the church looks
very different now and, as and when
finances permit, we are in the
process of making many
improvements, not only for
appearances, but also for health and

safety reasons, and making the :
Chancel accessible for wheelchairs. St Paul’s before the iconostasis was removed

We have also installed a lovely new bench in the grounds outside, in memory of dear ones
who have gone before us. It is a quiet spot to rest and relax, or perhaps take a picnic.
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There is room for parking beyond the north side of the church, with a path towards the
church door. The church is opened every day to visitors, although we have to keep the
door closed to prevent certain avian intruders selecting it as a place in which to nest!

Last but not least, this year celebrated the 150th anniversary of St. Pauls. The church
looked absolutely resplendent with flowers for the wonderful service on 26th October, led
by Rev. Lance Sharpe, our priest in charge, and attended by the Right Reverend Doctor
Dave Bull, Bishop of
Buckingham.

This was followed by
refreshments, including a
beautiful cake made by a
member of the congregation.
Two little girls enjoyed trying on
the bishop’s mitre, and a good
time was had by all. It was an
occasion that will go down in the
history of the church, which we
hope will have many more
significant anniversaries.

Meet Our Core Members
Two members of the SPPN core group introduce themselves...

Tim Binder

Born in Worthing in 1944, the second of six children, |
spent most of my early childhood in Pembrokeshire and
the South Cotswolds, before moving to Hertfordshire in
the 1950s. During my life I've lived and worked in
various parts of the world including the Middle East,
Africa, and South-East Asia. In each place | made a
point of really getting to know the people and their lives
and religions, especially Buddhism and Sufism, the
contemplative side of Islam. Slowly I've come to see

that there is a single source of light behind every faith.

I've been fortunate in having some wonderful teachers

and mentors. | continue to read widely about other faiths
and the contemplative side of Christianity, mainly through the writings of Thomas Merton.
I've found my spiritual home with the School of Contemplative Life which has re-introduced
and teaches Christian meditation in the tradition of the Desert Fathers and Mothers. T S

Eliot writes in “Little Gidding“ of “Places where prayer has been valid”, which describes, |
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believe, not only the lovely places that are currently part of SPPN, but also the holy space
between them.

Late in life | now have a much broader sense of God and can only agree with the words of
Elizabeth Barrett Browning: “Earth’s crammed with heaven, and every common bush afire
with God”, and of Gerard Manley Hopkins: “The world is charged with the grandeur of
God.”

| was living in the North Cotswolds when | first read of SPPN and, with my dear, departed
friend Peter Satterthwaite, arranged for our village church of St. Eadburgha’s to become
part of SPPN. I'm currently the Hospitaller at St Hilda’s church in Lucker, Northumberland
and am sure that many comments in other visitors’ books are similar to those in ours,
which tell of people being moved by and enjoying the silence and peace of the place.

Dilys Stone

Having first met Jim Cotter in the 1960s through religious
drama, we became lifelong friends and it was inevitable
that | would be drawn into the Small Pilgrim Places
Network, which he founded. | visited that first SPP at
Llandecwyn (every time with blue sky and sunshine — |
would have loved to see it in a storm). Jim was always
there with a quiet welcome that convinced me of the
validity of his vision, and it has been wonderful to see the
Network grow and evolve.

| am a clergy wife, and know the value of those quiet
sacred spaces amidst the hustle and bustle of our daily
lives, whether one is involved in church or not, and it
seemed appropriate to use my administrative and IT skills
to support SPPN. | am sure Jim knew exactly what he
was doing when he asked me ‘just’ to do the newsletter mailing back in the early days!

My involvement with the Core Group has grown and of course involves consideration of
the wider concepts as well as the practical things. It is encouraging to see how many
people there are across the country who also value the simplicity and stillness of the thin
places, and anything we can do to help and encourage them in making them available to
others is a privilege.

We are all on journeys of some sort. The experience of meeting and working with other
like-minded people is also encouraging and affirming to all involved. Pilgrimage is a very
popular concept at the moment, but | think it important that we find our own level.
Sometimes the inner pilgrimage is as valuable as the physical journeying, and sometimes
the ‘accidental’ pilgrim experience, when we just happen upon one of those special places,
can be exactly what we need at that time.
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Facebook Posts For Lent

We hope you enjoyed following the Advent posts of our SPPN Facebook site. As usual,
there will be another series of posts through Lent, with quotations and extracts from
scripture, poetry and prose accompanying images of some of our Places. The link is:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064605434870

We appreciate your ’liking’ and 'sharing’ them so that other Facebook users get to know
about some of the Places on the Network. The posts will start on Ash Wednesday,
February 18th and run until Easter Day, April 5th.

Something To Share?

Are you planning a special event at your Place? Or perhaps there have been some recent
changes? Maybe you have forged links with another Small Pilgrim Place or another place
of interest. Or perhaps you'd like to offer a suggestion or make a comment about SPPN.

If so, we'd love to hear from you. Email us - if possible with a photo or two - at
alig9@btinternet.com, and we’ll include your news, views or whatever you'd care to share
in our next newsletter due to be published in May.

And finally...

Don’t forget - our National Gathering is on zoom, 2pm - 4pm on Saturday
February 14th. The Zoom link for registration is open now. Hope to see you then!

Contact details - Please remember to let us know of any amendments such as
change of hospitaller, address, email or phone number.

Your news - Have there been changes or events at your Place, or plans for future
events that you'd like to share with the Network? Please do tell us so we can
feature them in our May newsletter. Email alig9@btinternet.com

With best wishes for the new year from the Core Group of the
Small Pilgrim
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